
There are 9,731 patients in who 
depend on life-sustaining but challenging 
dialysis treatments to survive.

INDIANA 

There are  dialysis clinics across 
Indiana that treat people with kidney 
failure every day, performing the 
essential treatment that replaces the 
function of the kidney.

158

Americans Living with Kidney Disease

What is kidney disease


Chronic kidney disease (CKD) occurs when kidneys 
are damaged and are less efficient at doing their job. 
The disease is called a “silent killer” because there 
are few symptoms, and by the time people realize 
they have a problem, much damage has already been 
done. There are a variety of reasons why individuals 
end-up with CKD. Recent studies have found that 
more than 1 in 5 dialysis patients have genetic 
diseases that cause their organs to fail.

What about transplants? 


Transplants are limited to the small 
number of available kidneys, and many 
people with kidney failure wait for years 
before a kidney is made available to 
them for a transplant.

The information for this fact sheet was prepared by 
Dialysis Patient Citizens (DPC) using data compiled from 
USRDS id. 2022, CMS July 2025 and UNOS September 
2025. To learn more about DPC or to get involved go 
to www.DialysisPatients.org or call (866) 877-4242.

DID YOU KNOW?

patients on 
dialysis

More than  Americans suffer

from some form of kidney disease

1 in 10

It is the 9th leading cause of death in the United 
States. Each year, more than 117,000 Americans 
are diagnosed with kidney failure (or end-stage 
renal disease) – an irreversible condition that is 
fatal without a kidney transplant or life-saving 
dialysis treatments.

In Indiana there are 1,180 
people with kidney failure 
who are currently waiting for 
a transplant.

There are 4,867 people in 
Indiana who have already 
received a transplant.

9,731
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